
 

 

Save the Date 

JES Journal 
JPS Mission: Inspire a caring community to ignite learning, innovation, and success for all 

Melissa Barnett, Principal         mbarnett@isd717.org   952-492-4276 
Carol Lagergren, District Asst. Principal    clagergren@isd717.org   952-492-4486  
    

From the 
Principal’s Desk… 

February is I Love to Read Month, and most of our 
classrooms at JES will be focusing on ways to encourage more 
reading in and outside of school.  Our Jordan Jaguar Girls 
Basketball team members and School Resource Officer, Angie 
Otto, and Scott Co. Sheriff Hennen and Deputy Lueck, will be 
reading in classrooms.  I will also make my way to classrooms to 
share a story and celebrate reading.   
 
During the month of February, my challenge to everyone 
young and old is to move away from the TV, video games, 
iPad, phones, computer, etc. and dive into a good book.  Now 
of course, if you can find a book for your Kindle, iPad, or other 
mobile device, by all means, use them for reading.  As a 
parent, cuddle up and read with your child and talk about 
what lesson you learned, connections you made, and 
questions you were thinking about as you read the book.  
Designate time away from the electronics for this upcoming 
months, and you may find yourself doing it more often, even 
after the month of February.   
 
Warm Winter Wishes! 
Mrs. Melissa Barnett 

 
JES Pick-Up Loop 

 
It’s great to see so many families utilizing the student ID cards in 
their vehicles to help with student safety and managing the 
time needed to pick students up from school.  Please know our 
intent is to have the gate open by 2:30 for families to drive 
through the loop for pick-up.  We encourage families to not 
arrive any earlier than 2:30 so pre-school families can pick up 
their children after class, to ensure students are safe, and traffic 
runs smoothly on Aberdeen. 

W I N T E R  2 0 1 9  V O L . 3  O F  4  
   

January 
* Winter Reading & Math 
Benchmark Assessments & Make-
Ups (Grades K-4) 
    * January 7th- January 25th  
* 1st Semester Report Cards  
    * January 25th   

February 
*  Global Play Day 
    * February 1st   
*  JES PTO Mtg. 
    * February 5th, 7:00pm JES Media 
Center   
Early Release, Teacher Workshop 
    * February 8th, 12:50 Dismissal 
*  JES Harambee Event 
    * February 13th  
* President’s Day, No School 
    * February 18th  

March 
*  Countdown to Kindergarten 
    * March 7th-more info coming soon! 
*  JES PTO Winter Wonderland 
Dance 
    * March 8th, 6:30-8:30pm,          
JMS Gym 
*  MN Paraprofessional Week 
    *  March 4th-8th   
*  Music Concert, Grades 3 & 4  
    *  March 14th, JMS Gym   
*  JES Spring Conferences and Book 
Fair (online registration coming in 
mid-February on the JES website) 
    *  March 18th and 21st   
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Please be sure that your child is dressed for outside recess. Remember that Minnesota weather is variable.  
Proper outdoor attire includes a jacket, hat and gloves. When it snows you will also need boots and snow 
pants! 
Students will always go outdoors for recess unless the temperature or wind chill falls below 0 degrees or it is 
steadily raining. JES will use local weather stations to determine the temperature. 

 
Protect Yourself from Frostbite  

What to do for suspected frostbite- 
1. Move the person to a warm place.         5. If the person’s fingers or toes are frostbitten, 
2. Handle the area gently; never rub the            place dry, sterile gauze between them to keep  
    affected area.                        them separated.          
3. Warm gently by soaking the affected         6. Avoid breaking any blisters. 
    area in warm water (100–105 degrees F)                7. Do not allow the affected area to refreeze. 
    until it appears red and feels warm.                              8. Seek professional medical care as soon as  
4. Loosely bandage the area with dry,                       possible. 

School Closings 
   During the winter months, the possibility exists for storms that would require a 
delayed opening or emergency closing of the regular school day. If we have a 
two-hour delay, school will begin at 10:10 am.  Students should arrive no earlier than 
9:45 am and will need to have breakfast at home.  

   For information on emergency school closings or delayed starts tune into WCCO radio 
(830 am) & TV (channel 4), KARE 11 TV (channel 11), KSTP-TV (channel 5), KMSP/FOX TV 
(channel 9). The announcement would indicate that Jordan Public Schools are closed or 
starting late. Officials attempt to make this decision as early as possible in the morning. 
The message will also run on the school district website and be sent to you through 
School Messenger via your phone listed in our school Infinite Campus system. Be sure the 
school has a current phone number in order for you to receive this service. 
   In rare instances, we may need to dismiss students early. If the need should arise, 
please be sure you have a family plan to cover this situation so children are not left 
unattended. Sharing this plan with your children is important and will alleviate their fears 
if JES does close early. 

Cold Weather Reminders 
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2019-20 Countdown to Kindergarten  
 

Our JES Kindergarten informational night for the 2019-20 school year is just around the corner.  
On Thursday, March 7th, families can hear more about our 
Kindergarten programming, meet the Kindergarten teachers, 
learn more about our school and district offerings, and what 
families need to know prior to your child starting school in the fall.   
To start Kindergarten in Minnesota your child will need: 

• to be five years old by or on September 1st 
• to have all of their immunizations (shots or vaccinations) up-

to-date, or have proper documentation of exemption from 
immunizations for medical or conscientious objector 
reasons 

• to have participated in an Early Childhood Screening program or had a comparable 
health and developmental screening from Head Start or Child and Teen Checkups. 

Be on the lookout for school mailings to come home in February detailing information about our 
JES Countdown to Kindergarten event, or call our office at 952-492-2336 for more information.  

 
 

JES Pennies for Patients Service Project 
 

    
 
It’s time to empty that coin jar, clean out those couch cushions, and check your pockets for 

Pennies for Patients! JES Student Council will be promoting the "Pennies for Patients" 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society fundraiser during the month of March.  Students are 

asked to bring in spare change (or larger donations if they wish) in a school wide effort to 
raise money.  Students are making change to beat cancer in this annual community service 
and cancer education program.  We will be raising money in honor of student heroes from 

MN, ND and SD who are survivors of leukemia or lymphoma.  Please be looking for more 
information coming home soon about this awesome service opportunity. 

 

Upcoming Events at JES  
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J-Town Pride: Conflict vs. Bullying 

 
As a district parent and employee, I see instruction first hand.  I’ve been in our 
preschool classrooms during “friendship time” where our littlest learners are 
directly taught how to work together.  I go into classrooms to help students 
develop mindfulness skills.  During this time we intentionally notice what is 
going on in our bodies and around us.  We practice what it looks, sounds and 
feels like to be safe, responsible and respectful.  Classroom teachers are 
learning how to weave these lessons into their morning meetings and 
transition times.  At the middle school, morning meetings give way to advisory 
time that is used to intentionally create the same sense of connection and 
community.  When our scholars head to the high school a graduated version 
of J-Town Pride follows them where our rules of safety, responsibility and 

respectfulness evolve into Preparedness, Respect, Integrity, Dependability and Excellence.   
 
As we intentionally teach students how to show their pride in developmentally appropriate ways, we 
must also be intentional about teaching parents the key definitions we use to inform this 
instruction.  From our littlest learners to our senior class, we anticipate they will experience conflict.  As a 
district we define conflict as a serious disagreement or argument.  At the preschool level this might 
come in the form of students arguing about how many kids can be at the Lego table.  If you walk into 
any of our preschool classrooms you will find “solution kits” containing pictures of the various options 
students have when they are in conflict.  They can take turns, share, use their words, walk away or find 
help.  At the elementary we build on those solutions.  Conflict at JES often looks like an argument about 
being first in line, a student not getting his/her way or one student thinking another is breaking the 
rules.  Intentionally teaching mindfulness skills gives students tools to utilize when their feelings get 
big.  Regardless of if we are feeling excited or angry, putting our feet on the ground and taking deep 
belly breaths allows our thinking brains time to regain control from our feelings.  With our thinking brains 
back online we can process through the conflict.  At the middle and high school these mindfulness skills 
are the basis of the “pause before you post” movement.  We are working hard to teach students that 
we should all try to be thoughtful about the digital footprint we leave, especially in moments of intense 
emotion.  When we fail to check in with our emotions we can say or do hurtful things.  If conflicts 
develop a pattern, involve an actual or perceived imbalance of power, become repeated and include 
intimidation, threats, abuse or objectively offensive harm, the district defines that as bullying.  It is rare, 
but not impossible, for bullying to occur at the preschool or elementary level.  Children of this age are 
developing their social awareness and may make bullying choices because they are still learning to 
control their words and actions.  Our job is working with parents to help students develop that 
control.  If conflict becomes repeated, disciplinary action will follow.  We may also involve our school 
resource officer to help students understand that as they get older, the consequences for bullying 
behavior increase.  
 
With students being connected by social media outside of the school day, bullying often occurs via 
text or post.  We have seen this happen even at the elementary school level.  The adage “it takes a 
village to raise a child” has never been more relevant.  We need to lead by example and be 
respectful with our social media communication; when we do make mistakes, we need to show our 
children what it looks like to apologize for responding before taking those belly breaths.  It’s the grown 
up version of the preschool solution kit. 

Supporting Students at Home & School 
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District and Community Support 
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District and Community Support 
 



 

 

 

Family Support for Our School 
 

Want to donate more back to our school? 
 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable 
organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at AmazonSmile, you’ll find 
the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with 
the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable 
organization. You can choose from nearly one million organizations to support.  Jordan Elementary 
PTO is one of the organizations to choose from!  To make it your charitable organization, visit 
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), create an account, or go to “My Account”, scroll down to 
“Choose Charitable Organization”, and search for Jordan Elementary PTO.  We will remember 
your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a 
donation back to JES! 
 
 

BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION The Boxtops are found on General Mills products. 
Please collect and send boxtops to school for your child’s classroom to benefit from this program. 
 
 
 

 My Coke Rewards & Campbell Soup Labels- Bring in your bottle caps 
from Coke products and soup labels and money will come back to our Phy. Ed. department and for 
other building programs and initiatives. 
 
 
 
 

         @JES_717

JES Office Hours: M- F, 7:00 am – 4:00 pm 

School Hours: 8:10 am - 2:50 pm 
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